
Ethanol (ethyl alcohol) may cause mutations  
(genetic changes). Handle with extreme care. 
High concentrations may damage the fetus. 
All contact with this chemical should be 
reduced to the lowest possible level. The 
OSHA permissible exposure limit of 1,000 
ppm exposure limit is for air levels only. 
When skin contact also occurs, you may be 
overexposed, even though air levels are less 
that the OSHA permissible limit. 

Breathing ethanol can irritate the lungs 
causing coughing and/or shortness of breath 

Exposure can cause headache, nausea, a 
feeling of heat, and drowsiness. Higher 
exposure can cause unconsciousness. 
Repeated high exposure may affect the liver 
and the nervous system.  

Avoid skin contact with ethanol. Wear 
proper protective equipment. 

Exposure can affect the eyes, nose, mouth, 
and throat. Ethanol can irritate the skin. 
Repeated contact can dry the skin with 
cracking, peeling, and itching. 

For those with frequent or potentially high 
exposure (half the PEL or greater, or 
significant skin contact) liver function tests 
and analysis of blood, urine, and exhaled 
breath for ethanol are recommended. 

 

 

Exposure to hazardous substances should be 
routinely evaluated. This may include collecting 
personal and area air samples.  

 

Passive dosimeters are the most 

convenient way to monitor your 

environment! 

The Kem Medical VAPOR-TRAK® 8610 
ethanol monitor has been validated for 
t h e  O S H A  8 - h o u r  T W A  
exposure limit of 1000 ppm . 

 

 

All VAPOR-TRAK® badges are: 

Accurate, with reproducible results 
Easy to Use 
Designed for personal and area 

monitoring 
Full validation studies available 
Phone Notification of High Results 
Technical Assistance 
Pre-paid return postage and 

laboratory analysis inclusive  

Your Right to Know 

Do You Know Your Ethanol Exposure? 

Ethanol 
Summary: 
Exposure to ethanol 
(ethyl alcohol) 
occurs through 
breathing it in the 
workplace air, and/
or contact with the 
skin. Repeated 
exposure to ethanol 
may cause 
spontaneous 
abortions, as well as 
birth defects and 
other developmental 
problems. Ethanol is 
on the Hazardous 
Substance List 
because it is 
regulated by OSHA 
and cited by ACGIH, 
DOT, NIOSH, and 
NFPA. List cited 
identified by the 
EPA. It is also on the 
Special Health 
Hazard Substance 
List because it is 
flammable. 

Exposure Risks 


